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YOEL LEVI STEPS IN TO CONDUCT SCHUBERT PERFORMANCES FOR NATHALIE STUTZMANN
THIS WEEK

ATLANTA — Nathalie Stutzmann has withdrawn from this week's performances at Atlanta
Symphony Hall. Yoel Levi (Music Director of the ASO from 1988-2000) has agreed to step in to
conduct the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra and Chamber Chorus this Thursday and Friday. The
program remains unchanged, featuring music composed by Franz Schubert.

Learn about these performances at aso.org.

CONCERT INFORMATION

THU/FRI, JAN 15/16, 8pm

Yoel Levi, conductor

Atlanta Symphony Orchestra

Atlanta Symphony Orchestra Chamber Chorus

SCHUBERT: Ballet No. 2 from Rosamunde
SCHUBERT: Mass No. 2 in G major
SCHUBERT: Symphony No. 9, “The Great”

Take a journey into 19th-century Vienna, where Napoleon's army laid siege to a vibrant city of
beer gardens, coffee houses, and towering Baroque buildings. Amid the tumult, a musical genius
took quill in hand to compose music of timeless beauty. Hear Franz Schubert's enchanting Ballet
Music No. 2 from his score for Rosamunde, led by former ASO Music Director Yoel Levi. Then, the
renowned Atlanta Symphony Chamber Chorus sings his sublime Mass No. 2. The Orchestra
finishes on a high note with Schubert's rousing "Great" Symphony in C Major.

About Yoel Levi



https://www.aso.org/events/detail/stutzmann-conducts-schuberts-great-symphony

Yoel Levi, born in 1950 in Romania, is an internationally acclaimed conductor known for his deep
musical insight, expressive leadership, and a prolific recording career that spans continents and
decades. Raised in Israel after immigrating with his family at a young age, Levi began his musical
education at the Tel Aviv Academy of Music, where he graduated with a Master of Arts degree
with distinction. He went on to study conducting at the Jerusalem Academy of Music and
pursued advanced training in Europe. His education culminated with studies at the Guildhall
School of Music and Drama in London.

Levi’s first major breakthrough came in 1978 when he won the prestigious first prize at the
International Besangon Conductors Competition in France. Soon after his victory, he was invited
to join the Cleveland Orchestra as an assistant conductor under the renowned Lorin Maazel.
From 1980 to 1984, Levi served as the orchestra’s resident conductor.

In 1988, Levi was appointed Music Director of the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra (ASO), a position
he held for twelve years. Under his baton, the orchestra gained national and international
attention for both its musical quality and its prolific recording activity. During his tenure, Levi
recorded more than thirty albums for Telarc, including landmark recordings of works by Samuel
Barber, Aaron Copland, Miklds Rdzsa, Dmitri Shostakovich, Modest Mussorgsky, and Jean
Sibelius. These recordings garnered significant acclaim, including multiple Grammy Award
nominations. His tenure concluded in 2000, but he remained Music Director Emeritus until
2005, continuing to appear as a guest conductor and recording artist.

From 2001 to 2007, he served as Principal Conductor of the Brussels Philharmonic, guiding the
orchestra through numerous high-profile concerts and festivals. He then became Principal
Conductor of the Orchestre national d’fle-de-France from 2005 to 2012. During this period, he
led the orchestra on extensive tours and helped it build a stronger identity within France’s
vibrant orchestral scene.

Levi also made history as the first Israeli to be appointed Principal Guest Conductor of the Israel
Philharmonic Orchestra in 2001, where he conducted major international tours. He was invited
to lead milestone events such as the IPO’s gala concert celebrating Israel’s 60th anniversary. His
association with the Israel Philharmonic also led him to collaborate frequently with international
opera houses. He conducted productions of Puccini’s La fanciulla del west, Verdi’s La Traviata,
Bizet’s Carmen, and Poulenc’s Dialogues des Carmélites, among others.

In 2014, Levi assumed the role of Music Director and Chief Conductor of the KBS Symphony
Orchestra in Seoul, South Korea. In recognition of his contributions, Levi and the KBS Symphony
were awarded the Grand Prize at the 2017 Seoul Arts Center Awards, one of South Korea’s most
prestigious cultural honors.

Levi’s career has been punctuated by numerous accolades, including an Honorary Doctor of Fine
Arts degree from Oglethorpe University in Atlanta and the French government naming him a
Chevalier of the Ordre des Arts et des Lettres.



In recent years, Levi has returned to Israel, where he now serves as the Artistic Director and
Music Director of the Haifa Symphony Orchestra. Since taking up the role in 2021, he has led a
revitalization of the orchestra, implementing new artistic initiatives, expanding its repertoire,
and drawing wider audiences to its performances.

About the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra

Under the leadership of Music Director Nathalie Stutzmann, the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra
(ASQ) offers live performances, media initiatives, and learning programs that unite, educate and
enrich our community through the engaging and transformative power of orchestral music
experiences. The ASO engages the diverse international community of our city, bringing people
together in harmony—including our youngest citizens, with extensive opportunities for youth
and families to experience the power of live orchestra music.

The Orchestra’s range and depth are featured in more than 150 concerts each year,
including the flagship Delta Classical Series, Movies in Concert, Family Concerts, Coca-Cola
Holiday series, and many community and education concerts. In addition, the ASO
presents many vibrant, wide-ranging events and artists through its Delta Atlanta Symphony
Hall Live presentations. The ASO also performs regularly with the ASO Chorus, originally
founded by Robert Shaw, and currently under the direction of Norman Mackenzie. The
Chorus is featured on nine of the ASO’s 27 GRAMMY® Award-winning recordings.
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