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THE ATLANTA SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA BEGINS AMERICA@250 SERIES
Starting January 2026 with iconic American music and American-inspired storytelling

ATLANTA- The Atlanta Symphony Orchestra embarks on the new America@250 series in late
January to showcase the sounds that define our nation, presenting six dynamic concerts curated
to reflect both historic and current American culture with a blend of classical, jazz and
contemporary voices.

The first installment of this series at Symphony Hall begins in January and includes three
concerts that welcome leading guest conductors and musicians to perform American music by
Duke Ellington, Copland, Barber, Bernstein, and a newly commissioned work by Valerie Coleman.

The series begins January 22 and 24 with conductor David Danzmayr returning to present Duke
Ellington's final work, The Three Black Kings, a tribute to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. The concert
then crosses the Atlantic for Elgar's showstopping Enigma Variations, a beloved piece that's
imprinted on modern cinematic scores and historic funerals. Shostakovich's joyful Piano
Concerto No.2. will be performed by pianist Claire Huangci, whose talent is described as,
“radiant virtuosity, artistic sensitivity.” (Salzburger Nachrichten).

January 29 and 31, the America @ 250 series turns to music by Copland and Barber when
conductor Leonard Slatkin presents Copland’s Third Symphony, featuring the iconic melody from
Fanfare for the Common Man. Barber’s romantic and virtuosic Violin Concerto will be performed
by superstar violinist Randall Goosby—a celebrated young musician who has “an exquisite tone
and sheer virtuosity” (New York Times). Conductor Leonard Slatkin opens the evening with his
own composition, Schubertiade: An Orchestral Fantasy, a voyage into Franz Schubert’s parlor
performances.



On February 12 and 14, Grammy®-winning conductor Teddy Abrams sets the stage for a feast of
American mashups, culminating in Leonard Bernstein’s vibrant, percussive “Symphonic Dances”
from West Side Story. Inspiration from the Jazz Age takes course with Clarinet Concertos by
Copland and bandleader Artie Shaw performed by clarinetist Martin Frost. Valerie Coleman's
Renaissance: Concerto for Orchestra is a newly commissioned work with nods to the Harlem
Renaissance and Bartdk’s landmark Concerto for Orchestra.

More details about the America@250 series can be found at aso.org/America250.
Concert tickets are on sale now at aso.org.

CALENDAR LISTING

Ellington + Elgar’s Enigma Variations

Thursday, January 22, 2026, 8pm

Saturday, January 24, 2026, 8pm

David Danzmayr, conductor

Claire Huangci, piano

Atlanta Symphony Orchestra

ELLINGTON: The Three Black Kings

SHOSTAKOVICH: Piano Concerto No. 2

ELGAR: Enigma Variations

Edward Elgar scored an instant hit with his 1899 Enigma Variations, and he’s been captivating
new generations with it ever since. Enigma found its way into the films Dunkirk (2017) and The
Matrix (1999), as well as the solemn funerals of Princess Diana and Queen Elizabeth Il. This
week, guest conductor David Danzmayr brings an eclectic mix of barn burners for the ace
musicians of the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra. Pianist Claire Huangci performs Shostakovich’s
snappy Piano Concerto No. 2. The concert opens with Duke Ellington’s swinging tribute to Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr., and closes with Elgar’s showstopping Enigma Variations.

America @ 250: Copland + Barber

Thursday, January 29, 2026, 8pm

Saturday, January 31, 2026, 8pm

Leonard Slatkin, conductor

Randall Goosby, violin

Atlanta Symphony Orchestra

LEONARD SLATKIN: Schubertiade: An Orchestral Fantasy

BARBER: Violin Concerto

COPLAND: Symphony No. 3

Guest conductor Leonard Slatkin brings his “special flare for Americana” (The New York Times) to
serve up two great American works from the past century. The young violin virtuoso Randall
Goosby plays Samuel Barber’s uber-romantic Violin Concerto. Then the Atlanta Symphony



Orchestra pulls out all the stops for Aaron Copland’s gripping Third Symphony, a piece that
guarantees the goosebumps with its finale, Fanfare for the Common Man. The concert opens
with Mr. Slatkin’s own musical joy ride through the mind of 19th-century genius Franz Schubert.

America @ 250: Bernstein’s West Side Story

Thursday, February 12, 2026, 8pm

Saturday, February 14, 2026, 8pm

Teddy Abrams, conductor*

Martin Frost, clarinet*

Atlanta Symphony Orchestra

A. SHAW: Clarinet Concerto

VALERIE COLEMAN: Renaissance: Concerto for Orchestra

COPLAND: Clarinet Concerto

BERNSTEIN: Symphonic Dances from West Side Story

2024 Grammy®-winning conductor Teddy Abrams joins the Orchestra for a feast of American
mashups, including timeless hits from Leonard Bernstein’s West Side Story and Aaron Copland’s
jazz-inspired Clarinet Concerto. The ASO welcomes the “expressive and free-spirited”
(Bachtrack) clarinetist Martin Frost for the Clarinet Concerto by bandleader and jazz legend Artie
Shaw. And Grammy®-winner Valerie Coleman puts the Orchestra through its paces with a nod to
the Harlem Renaissance in a co-commissioned concerto.

About David Danzmayr

David Danzmayr is in his fifth season as Music Director of the Oregon Symphony. His 2024/25
season culminated in a performance of Mahler’s Symphony No.3 described by Oregon
ArtsWatch as ‘an emotionally rewarding experience...Led by Danzmayr, the orchestra created the
sensation of timelessness, [...] taking concertgoers to a heavenly dimension

Alongside his position in Oregon, Danzmayr also serves as Music Director of the innovative
ProMusica Chamber Orchestra. He also works regularly with Zagreb Philharmonic Orchestra with
whom he previously served as Chief Conductor — highlights of his tenure included several
European tours, with concerts in Vienna Musikverein as well as Salzburg Festival Hall, where
together they performed the prestigious New Year’s concert.



As a guest conductor, Danzmayr has worked extensively across North America, and recent and
forthcoming engagements include Seattle, St. Louis, Atlanta, Vancouver, and Dallas symphonies,
as well as the orchestras of Detroit, Baltimore, Houston, and San Diego.

Working with soloists at the highest level, Danzmayr has enjoyed collaborations with Yefim
Bronfman, Emanuel Ax, Sir Stephen Hough, Renee Fleming and Yo-Yo Ma. The 2025/26 season
includes regular partners Joshua Bell, Joyce Yang, Colin Currie and Gil Shaham. In the same
season, he will make the world premiere of a new Jazz piano concerto by David Schiff,
commissioned by Oregon Symphony with pianist Darrell Grant.

Danzmayr received his musical training at the University Mozarteum in Salzburg where, after
initially studying piano, he went on to study conducting in the class of Dennis Russell Davies. In
recognition of his success, he has been awarded the Bernhard Paumgartner Medal by the
Internationale Stiftung Mozarteum.

About Claire Huangci

The American pianist Claire Huangci continually captivates audiences with her “radiant
virtuosity, artistic sensitivity, keen interactive sense and subtle auditory dramaturgy” (Salzburger
Nachrichten).

Highlights from Claire’s 2025-26 season in the US include her concerto debuts playing
Shostakovich with the Atlanta Symphony, Mozart with the Baltimore and Santa Rosa
Symphonies, and Chopin with the North Carolina Symphony; and returns to Eugene Symphony
(Grieg), Springfield Symphony (Gershwin), Columbus Symphony (Beethoven), and Fairfax
Symphony (Prokofiev).

In solo recitals and with international orchestras, Claire has appeared in some of the most
prestigious halls such as Carnegie Hall, Segerstrom Concert Hall, Suntory Hall Tokyo, NCPA
Beijing, Paris Philharmonie, Frankfurt Alte Oper, Munich Prinzregententheater, Hamburg
Elbphilharmonie, Leipzig Gewandhaus, Berlin Philharmonie, Vienna Konzerthaus, and Salzburg
Festspielhaus. She is a welcome guest at the Lucerne Festival, Rheingau Musik Festival and
Klavier Festival Ruhr, among others.

Her esteemed musical partners include the Mozarteumorchester Salzburg, Stuttgart Radio
Symphony Orchestra, Tonhalle-Orchester Zurich, Munich Chamber Orchestra, Basel Chamber
Orchestra and Iceland, Eugene and Pacific Symphonies, together with Elim Chan, David



Danzmayr, Michael Francis, Howard Griffiths, Pietari Inkinen, Francesco Lecce-Chong, Jun Markl,
Cornelius Meister, Sir Roger Norrington, Eva Ollikainen, Alexander Shelley, Carl St. Clair, and
Mario Venzago.

Claire’s latest Alpha Classics solo recording, MADE IN USA, featuring Gershwin, Beach and
Barber, received the “Preis der Deutschen Schallplattenkritik.” This followed a highly acclaimed
Mozart concerto album with the Mozarteum Orchestra Salzburg and Howard Griffiths. Her
newest album on Alpha, PIANO HEROINES, with music of Fanny Hensel, Clara Schumann, Amy
Beach, and Florence Price, will be released in January 2026. www.clairehuangci.com

About Leonard Slatkin

Internationally acclaimed conductor Leonard Slatkin is Music Director Laureate of the Detroit
Symphony Orchestra, Directeur Musical Honoraire of the Orchestre National de Lyon (ONL),
Conductor Laureate of the St. Louis Symphony Orchestra (SLSO), Principal Guest Conductor of
the Orquesta Filarménica de Gran Canaria (OFGC), Artistic Consultant to the Las Vegas
Philharmonic (LVP), and Artistic Advisor to the Nashville Symphony. He maintains a rigorous
schedule of guest conducting and is active as a composer, author, and educator.

The 2025-26 season includes engagements with the National Symphony Orchestra (Ireland),
Manhattan School of Music Symphony Orchestra, SLSO, USC Thornton Symphony, LVP, Taiwan
Philharmonic, KBS Symphony Orchestra (Seoul), Gunma Symphony Orchestra, NHK Symphony
Orchestra (Tokyo), Nashville Symphony, Atlanta Symphony Orchestra, Orchestre Symphonique de
Montréal, Warsaw Philharmonic, Franz Schubert Filharmonia (Barcelona), ONL, Prague
Symphony Orchestra, Filarmonica George Enescu (Bucharest), OFGC, and Rundfunk-
Sinfonieorchester Berlin.

Slatkin has received six Grammy awards and 35 nominations. Naxos recently reissued Vox
audiophile editions of his SLSO recordings featuring the works of Gershwin, Rachmaninov, and
Prokofiev. Other Naxos recordings include Slatkin Conducts Slatkin—a compilation of pieces
written by generations of his family—as well as works by Saint-Saéns, Ravel, Berlioz, Copland,
Borzova, McTee, and Williams.

A recipient of the National Medal of Arts, Slatkin also holds the rank of Chevalier in the French
Legion of Honor. He has been awarded the Prix Charbonnier from the Federation of Alliances
Francaises, Austria’s Decoration of Honor in Silver, and the League of American Orchestras’ Gold
Baton.


https://www.clairehuangci.com/

His debut book, Conducting Business (2012), for which he received the ASCAP Deems Taylor
Special Recognition Award, was followed by Leading Tones (2017) and Classical Crossroads: The
Path Forward for Music in the 21t Century (2021). His latest books are Eight Symphonic
Masterworks of the Twentieth Century (2024) and Eight Symphonic Masterworks of the
Nineteenth Century (2024), part of an ongoing series of essays that supplement the score-study
process, published by Bloomsbury. For more information, visit leonardslatkin.com.

About Randall Goosby

Signed exclusively to Decca Classics in 2020 at the age of 24, American violinist Randall Goosby is
acclaimed for the sensitivity and intensity of his musicianship alongside his determination to
make music more inclusive and accessible, as well as bringing the music of under-represented
composers to light. Goosby serves on Juilliard’s Pre-College violin faculty and is a member of
Konzerthaus Dortmund’s series “Junge Wilde”.

Highlights of Randall Goosby’s 2025/26 season include debut performances with the Atlanta
Symphony/Leonard Slatkin, Orchestre National de France/Cristian Macelaru, KBS
Symphony/Peter Oundjian, and San Diego Symphony/Kahchun Wong. Goosby returns to the San
Francisco Symphony, Pittsburgh Symphony, and New Jersey Symphony. He appears in recital
across North America and Europe with pianist Zhu Wang as well as with the Renaissance
Quartet, and joins clarinetist Anthony McGill and pianist Joshua Mhoon in a program presented
by the Philadelphia Chamber Music Society.

Goosby returns to the San Francisco Symphony, Pittsburgh Symphony, and New Jersey
Symphony. He appears in recital across North America and Europe as a soloist, as well as, with
the Renaissance Quartet.

Goosby plays the Antonio Stradivarius, Cremona, “ex-Strauss,” 1708 on generous loan from
Samsung Foundation of Culture.

About Teddy Abrams

The winner of a Grammy Award and Musical America’s 2022 Conductor of the Year, Teddy
Abrams has been the galvanizing force behind the Louisville Orchestra’s extraordinary artistic
renewal and innovative social impact since his appointment as Music Director in September
2014. His Kentucky achievements include the Louisville Orchestra Creators Corps, a trailblazing
residency initiative for composers; the In Harmony Tour, a grand-scale community-building


http://www.leonardslatkin.com/

project funded by the Commonwealth of Kentucky; and adventurous collaborations with artists
including Chris Thile, Jim James, Jack Harlow, Storm Large, and Jecorey “1200” Arthur, with
whom Abrams founded the Louisville Orchestra Rap School.

Beyond Louisville, Abrams has conducted the Boston, Chicago, San Francisco, Cincinnati,
National, Houston, Indianapolis, Milwaukee, Vancouver, and Phoenix Symphonies; the Saint Paul
Chamber Orchestra; the Buffalo and Los Angeles Philharmonics; and the Minnesota, Florida, and
Sarasota Orchestras, all in North America, as well as the Helsinki and Luxembourg Philharmonics
and the Royal Scottish National Orchestra in Europe. He makes debuts with the Atlanta
Symphony, Nashville Symphony, Ottawa’s National Arts Centre Orchestra, and London’s BBC
Symphony Orchestra in the 2025-26 season, before starting a new role as Artistic and Executive
Director of California’s Ojai Music Festival in September 2026.

Abrams is an award-winning composer, whose recent compositions for the Louisville Orchestra
include his rap opera, The Greatest: Muhammad Ali; a piano concerto for Yuja Wang, which they
recorded for Deutsche Grammophon’s The American Project, winning the pianist and himself a
Grammy Award; and Mammoth, premiered with Yo-Yo Ma and Davéne Tines at Kentucky’s
Mammoth Cave National Park. Abrams’s recording of his piano collection Preludes was released
on New Amsterdam Records in 2025. He is now at work on a Broadway musical, AL/, and an
orchestral history of the state of Kentucky.

About Martin Frost

Clarinetist, conductor and Sony Classical recording artist, Martin Frost is known for pushing
musical boundaries and has been described by the New York Times as having “a virtuosity and a
musicianship unsurpassed by any clarinetist — perhaps any instrumentalist — in my memory”.

Winner of the 2014 Léonie Sonning Music Prize, one of the world’s highest musical honors, Frost
was the first clarinetist to be given the award and joined a prestigious list of previous recipients
including Igor Stravinsky, Leonard Bernstein and Sir Simon Rattle. International Classical Music
Awards voted him their 2022 Artist of the Year Award for his innovative global career, his
impressive discography, and his philanthropy.

As a soloist, Frost has performed with some of the world’s greatest orchestras, including Royal
Concertgebouw Orchestra, New York and Los Angeles Philharmonic Orchestras, Leipzig
Gewandhaus Orchestra, Munich Philharmonic, London Symphony Orchestra, Philharmonia
Orchestra, NDR Elbphilharmonie Orchestra and Frankfurt Radio Symphony.



He regularly collaborates with prominent international artists, including Yuja Wang, Janine
Jansen, Leif Ove Andsnes, Roland Pontinen and Antoine Tamestit, as well as performs in
international events such as Verbier Festival in Switzerland, and the BBC Proms in London. Frost
has appeared in some of the world’s most important concert venues, including Carnegie Hall,
Concertgebouw Amsterdam and Berliner Philharmonie and he has toured in Europe, Asia, North
America and Australia.

In the 2025/26 season, Frost continues to focus on his role as Chief Conductor of the Swedish
Chamber Orchestra. He also holds the position of Artist in Residence with the Elbphilharmonie
Hamburg, performing as a soloist in three orchestral programs with the NDR Elbphilharmonie
Orchestra under the batons of Alan Gilbert, Paavo Jarvi, and Sakari Oramo, as well as one
program with the Israel Philharmonic conducted by Lahav Shani, and two chamber music
concerts.

As a soloist, Frost presents a wide-ranging repertoire of clarinet concertos by Hillborg, Clyne,
Jarrell, Beamish, Copland, Shaw, Nielsen, Mozart and Weber with orchestras such as Tonhalle-
Orchester Ziirich, Oslo Philharmonic, Dresdner Philharmonie and Orchestre National du Capitole
de Toulouse and Atlanta Symphony Orchestra.

Martin Frost exclusively records for Sony Classical and his discography spans a wide range of
repertoire. His most recent releases include Mozart: Ecstasy and Abyss with the Swedish
Chamber Orchestra, part of a multi-year project exploring Mozart’s late works, as well as albums
dedicated to Vivaldi and Messiaen. His upcoming release, Beyond All Clarinet History (B.A.C.H.),
scheduled for October 2025, intertwines Bach’s timeless melodies with new arrangements.

A keen advocate of the importance of music education, in 2019 Frést launched the Martin Frost
Foundation with the support of the world’s largest manufacturer of wind instruments, Buffet
Crampon. The purpose of the organization is to provide resources that can improve and enable
children’s and young people’s access to music education and instruments. The Foundation aims
to join forces with non-profit organizations and various sponsors across the world, having
already established a presence in Kenya and Madagascar.

About the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra
Under the leadership of Music Director Nathalie Stutzmann, the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra
(ASO) offers live performances, media initiatives, and learning programs that unite, educate and

enrich our community through the engaging and transformative power of orchestral music
experiences. The ASO engages the diverse international community of our city, bringing people



together in harmony—including our youngest citizens, with extensive opportunities for youth
and families to experience the power of live orchestra music.

The Orchestra’s range and depth are featured in more than 150 concerts each year,
including the flagship Delta Classical Series, Movies in Concert, Family Concerts, Coca-Cola
Holiday series, and many community and education concerts. In addition, the ASO
presents many vibrant, wide-ranging events and artists through its Delta Atlanta Symphony
Hall Live presentations. The ASO also performs regularly with the ASO Chorus, originally
founded by Robert Shaw, and currently under the direction of Norman Mackenzie. The
Chorus is featured on nine of the ASO’s 27 GRAMMY® Award-winning recordings.
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